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@ Hydrolytically degradable hydrophilic gels and the method for preparation thereof. 

(g) The solution pertains to hydrolytically degradable hydrophilic gels consisting of the individual chains 
of hydrophilic polymer interconnected with crosslinks containing the structure unit 
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The method for preparation of the hydrolytically degradable gels consists in subjecting hydrophilic 
monomers or their mixture to the radical polymerization or copolymerization, or to copolymerization 
with hydrophobic monomers, in the presence of a new compound — N,0-dimethacryioyihydroxylamine 
— as a crosslinking agent, and, if desired, in the presence of a solvent, whereas the amount of 
hydrophilic monomers is 50 to 99.8 molar percent related to ail monomers present 
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HYDROLYTICALLY DEGRADABLE HYDROPHILIC GELS AND THE METHOD FOR 

PREPARATION THEREOF 



The invention relates to hydrolytically degradable hydrophilic gels and the method of their preparation. 
Hydrophilic gels can be defined as polymeric materials which are able to absorb even large amounts of 
water without dissolution. They found their use in many fields of medicine as implants, membranes for 
hemodialysis and ultrafiltration, non-thrombogenic surfaces of artificial organs, contact lenses and components 

s of systems for the controlled drug release. The hydrophilic polymers concerned are connected into a 
threedimensional network by means of physical, ionic or covalent bonds. Although numerous hydrophilic gels 
are known, which are formed on the basis of ionic bonds and are hydrolytically cieavable, there is relatively 
few data on the hydrolytically cieavable gels with covalent crosslinks. The latter gels are, above all, the polymers 
containing ester bonds which dissolve after hydrolysis of these bonds (e.g. the copolymers of vinylpyrrolidone 

10 or polyethylene glycol with fumaric acid). The hydrolysis is pH-dependent and its rate is controlled both by the 
structure of ester bond vicinity and by the density of polymer network. Some other systems are based on 
hydrophilic synthetic polymers linked into a network with couplings formed from biomolecules {saccharides, 
peptides) which are cieavable with enzymes. The systems mentioned above are relatively poor defined and 
do not warrant reproducible results in the preparation. The system proposed by us is based on the preparation 

15 of a polymeric network by copolymerization of a monovinyl monomer with a precisely defined divinyl crosslink- 
ing agent containing a hydrolytically labile bond. In this way, gels can be prepared in a reproducible manner 
and the network density may be controlled not only by the content of solvent in polymerization mixture, but also 
by the ratio of both monomelic components at the same time with the rate of hydrolytic degradation of the gels 
strongly depends on their network density. Similar systems are not yet known. 

20 An object of the present invention are hydrolytically degradable hydrophilic gels, which consist of individual 
chains of a hydrophilic polymer interconnected with crosslinks containing the structural unit 



The basic feature of the hydrolytically degradable gels according to the invention is that the gels contain 
N,0-dimethacryloylhydroxylamine as the crosslinking agent. 

The method for preparation of hydrolytically degradable hydrophilicgels according to the invention is based 
30 on the radical polymerization of hydrophilic monomers, or on their copolymerization with hydrophobic monom- 
ers, in the presence of N,0-dimethacryioylhydroxylamine as a crosslinking agent, or also in the presence of a 
solvent 

As the hydrophilic monomers for the preparation of hydrolytically degradable polymeric gels according to 
the invention, they can be advantageously used the monomers selected from the group comprising N-(2-hyd- 

35 roxypropy1)methacrylamide, N-isopropylacryiamide, N.NT-diethyiacrylarnide, N-ethylmethacrylamide, 2-hyd- 
roxyethyl methacrylate, 2-(2-hydroxyethoxy)ethyI methacryiate, acrylic acid, methacryiic acid, and others. The 
hydrophilic monomers can be used in the crosslinking homopolymerization in the amount of 90 to 99.8 weight 
percent of the polymerization mixture and, in the copolymerization with hydrophobic comonomers, in the 
amount of 50 to 99 molar percent related to all monomers in the polymerization mixture. 

40 Suitable hydrophobic monomers can be selected from the 2-acetoxyethyI methacrylate, group of monom- 

ers comprising dimethylaminoethyi methacrylate, n-butyi methacrylate, tert-butylacryi amide, n-butyl acrylate, 
methyl methacrylate, and hexyi acrylate in the amount up to 50 molar percent related to all monomers present 
in the polymerization mixture. 

The polymerization can be carried out in solvents, e.g., in dimethyisulfoxide, dimethylformamide, water, 

45 alcohols as methanol and ethanol, or in mixtures ethanol-water, using common initiators of the radical polym- 
erization. 

The hydrophilic gels crosslinked with N,0-dimethacryloylhydroxy!amine, which are prepared in this way, 
contain the structure unit 



which is hydrolytically labile. The most important in the preparation of these gels is just this crosslinking agent, 
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i.e. N,Q-dimethacryloyIhydroxyiamine, which is a new compound prepared according to Czechoslovak Patent 
Application no. PV 7222-89. N,0-dimethacryIoyIhydroxy!amine is a white crystalline substance with melting 
point 56 to 58°C, molecular weight M z = 169 determined by mass spectrometry and IR spectrum (KBr pellet) 
1 770 (C « O ester), 1 665 (C - O amide), 1 095 (C-O) and 1 625 cm- 1 (CH 2 = C), which is soluble in ether, methanol 

5 and chloroform and insoluble in water. It can be prepared by the reaction of methacryloyi chloride with hyd- 
roxylamine hydrochloride dissolved in pyridine at 45°C. 

The hydrophilic gels according to the invention are stable in an acid medium at pH 1 to 6.5. In an neutral 
or weak alkaline medium at pH above 6.5, they undergo degradation as far as to the complete dissolution of 
the originally insoluble hydrophilic gel. 

10 The appended drawings illustrate solubility of polymers according to the invention as a function of time at 
various pH values. Fig. 1 shows the time dependence of percent of the cleaved hydrophilic gel prepared accord- 
ing to example 2 at different values of pH : curve 1-pH 8.0, curve 2-pH 7.4, curve 3-pH 6.5. Fig. 2 shows the 
time dependence of the cleaved hydrophilic gel prepared according to example 3 at different values of pH : 
curve 1-pH 8.0, curve 2-pH 7.4, curve 3 - 

is The periods of time required for the total hydrolysis of gels prepared according to examples 2-1 0 are pre- 
sented in Table 1 . Standard dimensions of disk-shaped samples were dismeter 1 cm and thickness 2 mm. The 
cleavage was carried out at 37°C in phosphate buffer solution (0.15 M) at pH 7.4. 



20 TABLE 1 

Gel according to example; 23456789 10 
Time of dissolution, n i 21 45 18 72 60 120 65 30 55 

25 

The invention is further illustrated in the examples of performance, without limiting the scope of invention 
only to them. 

Example 1 

30 

Preparation of N.O-dimethacryloylhydroxylamine N.O-dimethacryloylhydroxyiaminewas prepared by the 
reaction of hydroxylamine with methacryloyi chloride in pyridine medium. Hydroxyiamine hydrochloride (10 g; 
0.144 mol) was dissolved in 50 mi pyridine (0.632 mol) and 25.4 g (0.243 mol) methacryloyi chloride was drop- 
wise added. Temperature of the reaction mixture was kept below 45°C. After completed addition of methacryloyi 

35 chloride, the mixture was stirred at ambient temperature for 2 hours. Then, the mixture was diluted with 100 
ml chloroform and 21 ml hydrochloric acid (0.245 mol) was slowly dropwise added in order to transfer pyridine 
to its hydrochloride. The organic layer was separated, washed four times with 100 ml water, and then dried 
over MgS0 4 . Chloroform was evaporated in vacuum and the oily residue was dried in vacuum of an oil pump. 
The product crystallized during drying, the crystals were filtered and twice recrystailized from the mixture diethyl 

40 ether-light petroleum. The yield was 7.0 g (34%) N t O-dimethacryloyl hydroxylamine, m.p. 55°C, elemental 
analysis : calculated C-56.70, H-6.55, N-8.28% ; found C-56.74, H-6.22, N-8.34%. 

Example 2 

45 The hydrophilic polymeric gel was prepared by solution radical polymerization in dimethylsulfoxide. The 
polymerization was carried out in a mold consisting of two heated plates which were provided with a separation 
layer from polypropylene. The thickness of hydrophilic polymeric gel was controlled by the thickness of a dis- 
tance insert from silicon rubber placed between the heated plates. 

The polymerization mixture consisted of 3.0 g N-(2-hydroxypropyl)methacrylamide, 0.036 g N,0-dimethac- 

so ryloylhydroxyiamine and 0.060 g azo-bis-isobufyronitrile dissolved in 10 ml dimethylsulfoxide. The solution was 
bubbled through with nitrogen and then injected into the mold heated to 50°C, where the polymerization was 
carried out for 24 hours. Disks with diameter of 1.5 cm were cut from the gel and then conditioned in 200 ml 
methanol for 24 hours. Next day, the gels were allowed to swell in distilled water for 24 hours. 

55 Example 3 

The hydrophilic polymeric gel based on N-(2-hydroxypropyl)methacrylamide was prepared in the same way 
as in example 2 with the distinction that 0.073 g N,0-dimethacryloyihydroxyiamine was used in the polymeri- 
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zation mixture. 
Example 4 

5 The hydrophilic polymeric gel based on N-vinylpyrrolidone was prepared in the same way as in example 

2. The mixture for polymerization had the following composition : 3.0 g N-vinylpyrrolidone f 0.093 g N,0- 
dimethacryioyihydroxylamine, 0.1 32 g azo-bis-isobutyronitrile, 10 mi dimethylsulfoxide. 

Example 5 

10 

The hydrophilic polymeric gel based on N,N-diethyiacrylamide was prepared in the same way as it is des- 
cribed in example 2 with the distinction that a polypropylene tube with inner diameter 1 .5 mm was used as the 
polymerization mold. The mixture for polymerization had the following composition : 3.0 g N,N-diethylac- 
rylamide, 0.039 g N,0-dimethacryIoylhydroxyiamine, 0.142 g azo-bis-isobutyronitrile, 10 ml dimethylsulfoxide. 

15 

Example 6 

The hydrophilic polymeric gel based on the copolymer of N-(2-hydroxypropyl)methacryIarnide, methacrylic 
acid and dimethyiaminoethyl methacrylate was prepared in the same way as it is described in example 2. The 
20 mixture for polymerization had the following composition : 2.0 g N-{2-hydroxypropyl)methacry!amide, 0.41 g 
methacrylic acid, 0.73 g dimethyiaminoethyl methacrylate, 0.04 g N.O-dimethacryloyihydroxylamine, 0.09 g 
azo-bis-isobutyronitrile and 5.0 ml dimethylsulfoxide. 

Example 7 

25 

The hydrophilic polymeric gel based on the copolymer vinylpyrrolidone-maleic anhydride was prepared in 
the same way as it is described in example 2. The mixture for polymerization had the following composition : 
1.5 g N-vinylpyrrolidone, 1.3 g maleic anhydride, 0.093 g N,0-dimethacryloylhydroxylamine f 0.132 g azo-bis- 
isobutyronitrile, and 10 ml dimethylsulfoxide. 

30 

Example 8 

The hydrophilic polymeric gel based on the copolymer of N-(2hydroxypropyl)methacryIamide with n-butyl 
methacrylate was prepared by the method described in example 2. The mixture for polymerization had the fol- 
35 lowing composition : 2.1 g N-(2-hydro-xypropyI)methacrylamide, 0.9 g n-butyl methacrylate, 0.111 g N,0- 
dimethacryloyihydroxylamine, 0.143 g azo-bis-isobutyronitriie and 10 ml dimethylformamide. 

Example 9 

40 N-(2-hydroxypropyI)methacrylamk3e (5 g) and 0.375 m! dimethylsulfoxide solution containing 0.15 g N f O- 

dimethacryloylhydroxylamine was dissolved in 6.625 ml water and polymerized by the red-ox initiation system 
consisting of 1.5 ml water solution containing 0.45 g (NH 4 ) 2 S20 3 and 1.5 ml water solution containing 0.348 g 
ascorbic acid. The polymerization was carried out at 30°C for 4 hours. 

45 Example 10 

The hydrophilic polymeric gel based on the copolymer acrylic acid-n-butyl acrylate was prepared by the 
method described in example 2. The mixture for polymerization had the following composition : 1.8 g methac- 
rylic acid, 0.3 g n-butyl acrylate, 40 mg N,0-dimethacryloy!hydroxylamine, 20 mg azo-bis-isobutyronitrile and 

so 4 ml dimethylsulfoxide. 

The described hydrophilic gels may be used in the preparation of controlled drug release systems, i.e. sys- 
tems making possible the controlled release of biologically active compounds-drugs from the polymeric matrix 
(disk, plug, microparticle). The rate of drug release can be controlled by diffusion, rate of gel biodegradation 
or by the combination of both processes. The drug may be free dispersed in the gel or trapped by means of 

55 an ionic or covalent biodegradable bond. Such hydrophilic gels can be advantageously used in the treatment 
of tumour diseases. After the surgical removal of tumour, the gel containing cancerostatics, e.g. adriamycin, 
is implanted in the place of intervention. The implanted gel is subjected to hydrolysis in the physiologic envi- 
ronment of the organism (pH 7.4), the cancerostatic is released only on the spot of its required action, the very 
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polymeric matrix is dissolved and the soluble polymer formed is excreted from the organism, e.g. f in urine. The 
whole process is controlled by the rate of biodegradation of the implanted gel. 

The described gels may be applied analogously as matrices for the controlled release of various other med i- 
cines, e.g., hormones, antibiotics, immunomodulators, etc. A very advantageous application of these gels 
seems to be the preparation of oral delivery drugs. The matrix with drug is stable in the acid medium (i.e. in 
stomach) and its degradation with the release of drug can occur first in the environment with higher pH, i.e. in 
duodenum and intestine. 

Fig. 1 % time (h) 

Fig. 2 % time (h) 



1. Hydrolyticaliy degradabie hydrophilic gels, wherein the said gels are formed from the individual chains of 
hydrophilic polymers connected with crosslinks containing the structure unit 



2. Hydrolyticaliy degradabie hydrophilic gels, wherein the said gels contain N, O-dimethacryloylhydroxylamine 
as a crossiinking agent. 

3. Method for the preparation of hydrolyticaliy degradabie gels according to Claims 1 and 2, wherein the 
hydrophilic monomers or their mixtures undergo the radical polymerization) or copolymerization, or the 
copolymerization with hydrophobic monomers, in the presence of N,0-dimethacryloylhydroxyIamine as a 
crossiinking agent and, if desired, in the presence of a solvent, whereas the amount of hydrophilic mono- 
mers is 50 to 99.8 molar percent related to all monomers present 

4. The method according to Claim 3, wherein the hydrophilic monomer used is selected from the group com- 
prising N~(2-hydroxypropyl)methacryiamide f N-isopropylacrylamide, N,N-diethylacryIamide, N- 
ethylmethacrylamide, vinyl pyrrol idone, maleic anhydride, 2-hydroxyethyl methacryiate, 
2-(2-hydroxyethoxy)ethyl methacryiate, acrylic acid, methacrylic acid, and their mixtures. 

5. The method according to Claim 3, wherein the hydrophobic monomer used is selected from the group com- 
prising dimethylaminoethyl methacryiate, n-butyl methacryiate, n-butyi acrylate, 2-acetoxyethyi methacry- 
iate, tert-butylacrylamide, methyl methacryiate and hexyl methacryiate. 

6. The method according to Claim 3, 4 or 5, wherein the solvent used is selected from the group comprising 
dimethyisulfoxide, dimethyiformamide, lower alcohols, e.g. methanol and ethanol, mixtures alcohol-water, 
and water. 

7. N, O-dimethacryloylhydroxylamine 



Claims 
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